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ABSTRACT: The escalation of the Soviet-Yugoslav conflict had a
fundamental impact on the South Slavic minorities in Hungary,
too. They were generally regarded by the state security and law en-
forcement agencies as unreliable and as “Tito's fifth column.” The
State Protection Authority (Allamvédelmi Hatésdg, AVH) began
closely monitoring the villages of the Baja Triangle and the South
Slavs living there. They were considered unreliable elements and it
was assumed that because of their ethnicity, all of them would sup-
port Yugoslavia and the Yugoslav leaders in the conflict. However,
their relations to the AVH were rather complex. This article hig-
hlights some aspects of this complex relationship in the so-called
Baja Triangle border region, which had primary importance from
a state security perspective. Based on Hungarian archival docu-
ments, this article attempts to reveal the criteria used and the tasks
for which the South Slavs living here were to be recruited. Then, it
examines the trials against South Slavs. It also focuses on those
Hungarians who moved from Yugoslavia to Hungary in the final
years of or shortly after World War II. As they originated from

Yugoslavia, they were considered unreliable by the State Protection

This article was written with the support of the Janos Bolyai Research Fellowship of the
Hungarian Academy of Sciences, on the topic “Power politics and everyday life, Hunga-
rians and South Slavs in the Baja Triangle (1945-1956)”.

257



CURRENTS OF HISTORY 3/2025 257-284

Authority just like the South Slavs. The article briefly touches upon
their fate after 1953, too.

KEYWORDS: South Slavic minorities in Hungary, Baja Triangle, Mi-
norities and State Securities, Soviet-Yugoslav conflict, Hungarian-

Yugoslav relations

The escalation of the Soviet-Yugoslav conflict in the summer of 1948
marked a fundamental turning point in the development of Hungarian-Yugo-
slav party and state relations. Years of intense rapprochement were followed by
a period of dramatic alienation. Hungary renounced all treaties, conventions,
and agreements with its southern neighbour, severed economic ties, expelled
Yugoslav diplomats from its territory, border incidents became a daily occur-
rence, the possibility of a military attack on Yugoslavia was raised, and a smear
campaign was launched against Tito, the “chain dog of imperialism.” After the
conflict became public (June 28, 1948), pressure was immediately intensified
on the Serbian, Croatian, and Slovenian minorities in Hungary. Members of
the South Slavic minorities were generally regarded by the state security and
law enforcement agencies as unreliable and as “Tito's fifth column.” They lost
their privileged status, their ethnic organizations were disbanded, teachers were
dismissed from their jobs, and many were expelled from the Hungarian Wor-
king People’s Party (Magyar Dolgozdk Partja, MDP) during membership re-
views. Many were interned without any reason, detained without trial, or sen-
tenced to long prison terms on trumped-up charges. This was especially true
for South Slavs living in the so-called Baja Triangle.

This triangle-shaped region, which covers an area of 1,245 km? and
includes about 20 settlements (including Baja with a population of 30,000),
was located right next to the Hungarian-Yugoslav border. In the territory of
Trianon’s Hungary, a total of 48,143 people identified themselves as South
Slavs by mother tongue (the vast majority were Croats, Bunjevci and Sokci,
with a smaller number of Serbs and Slovenes). In relation to the total local
population, the largest proportion of South Slavs in Hungary lived here: Ac-
cording to official data, they formed 11.2 of the population in the Baja district,
and 7.7 percent in the Bacsalmas district.'

1

Téth Agnes, »A ,nagypolitika” eréterében. Délszlavok Magyarorszagon 1945-1948”, In
Magyarok és szerbek a vdltozo hatdr két oldaldn, 1941-1948. Torténelem és emlékezet,
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As a result of the Soviet-Yugoslav conflict,” the Baja triangle had pri-
mary importance from a state security perspective. This was partly because the
villages around Baja were located directly along the country’s south border,
thus forming a region bordering Yugoslavia, and partly because of the relatively
high number of South Slavs living there. But also because after World War II,
the South Slavs living here were particularly vocal in expressing their demands
and asserting their interests (the question of land distribution, local and parlia-
mentary representation, extensive educational and ethnic rights).’

However, it would go beyond the scope of this study to cover all aspects
of the relationship between the State Protection Authority (Allamvédelmi
Hatésag, AVH) and the South Slavs living in the Baja Triangle. Based on docu-
ments preserved in the Historical Archives of the State Security Services, in the
first chapter I attempt to reveal the criteria used and the tasks for which the
South Slavs living here were to be recruited. In the second, more detailed chap-
ter, I examine the trials against South Slavs, and in the third chapter, I focus on
ethnic Hungarians who moved from Yugoslavia in the final years of World War
IT and after the war. As they originated from Yugoslavia, they were considered

szerk. Biré Laszl6 és Hornyak Arpad (Budapest: MTA BTK Torténettudomanyi Intézet,
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Union in Eastern Europe, 1945-1989, eds. Odd Arne Westad, Sven Holtsmark, Iver B.

Neumann (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1994), 26-46; Jeronim Perovi¢, ,, The Tito-Stalin
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(2007): 32-63; Svetozar Rajak, ,,The Cold War in the Balkans, 1945-1956”, in The Cam-
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? For the history of South Slavs living in the Baja Triangle Between 1945 and 1956: Péter
Vukman, ,,A bajai haromszogben €16 délszldvok és a valtozé magyar-jugoszlav kapcsola-
tok (1944-1956)”, Szdzadok, no. 5 (2024): 951-977; Péter Vukman, ,,Land Reform, Col-
lectivization, Hungarians and South Slavs in the Baja Triangle (1945-1956), History in
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unreliable by the AVH, just like the South Slavs. Finally, considering the limited
sources available, I briefly touch upon their fate after 1953.

At the beginning of my study, I must also clarify some terminology.
Most of the South Slavic minorities in the Baja Triangle belonged to the
Bunjevci, Serbs can be found only in Baja and Hercegszantd. As a result of
the wars against the Ottomans, the Sokci, another ethnic Croatian subgro-
up, settled in Hercegszantd. In protest the Magyarization activities of the
Hungarian Catholic Church, they converted en masse to the Serbian Ort-
hodox Church at the end of the 19th century. Later, three-quarters of them
returned to the Roman Catholic Church, while the remaining quarter still
consider themselves Serbian.* As the sources most often used the term So-
uth Slavs (délszldv) collectively for the different South Slavic communities
(Serbs, Croats, Sokci, Bunjevci and Slovenes) in Hungary after 1945, this
practice will be used in this study. I only use distinctive ethnic terminology
when the context absolutely requires it. In my study, I use the South Slavic
names according to the rules of Hungarian spelling, as they appear in the
sources.

The Hungarian Working People’s Party and
the South Slavic minorities after 1948

In its draft program on the spring of 1948, the MDP formulated the
following principles: “For the nationalities living in the country (South Slavs,
Romanians, Slovaks, etc.), the Party guarantees full citizenship rights, free de-
velopment of their progressive national cultures, education in their native
languages, complete freedom for their democratic cultural, social, and politi-
cal organizations, and freedom of cultural exchange and contact with their

*  For the history of the Bunjevci: Robert Skenderovi¢, Povijest podunavskih Hrvata (Bunje-

vaca i Sokaca) od doseljavanja do propasti Austro-Ugarske Monarhije (Subotica: Zavod za
kulturu vojvodanskih Hrvata, Slavonski Brod: Hrvatski institut za povijest, 2017); Mihaly
Mandity, A magyarorszdgi bunyevdc-horvitok torténete, (Kecskemét: Bacs-Kiskun
megyei Tandcs, 1989); Istvan Ikotity, Bunyevdcok (Baja: Bunyevac Kulturdlis Intézet,
2019); Dénes Sokcsevits, A magyarorszdgi horvdtok rovid torténete (Budapest: Croatica,
2021), 23-37; For the Croatian nationhood of Bunjevci in Hungarian historiography, see:
Dénes Sokcsevits, ,,A horvatsag csangoi: a bacskai bunyevacok a horvat, a magyar és a
szerb nemzeti integracios torekvések titkdzépontjan”, in Mozaikkockdk déli szomszéda-
ink torténetébdl, ed. Dénes Sokcsevits (Budapest: Rubicon, 2022), 75-86.
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mother nations living in neighbouring countries.” Adopted on August 15,
1949, and promulgated five days later, the first written constitution in Hun-
garian history dealt with the nationalities living in the country in only one
place. Paragraph 3 of Article 49 declared: “The Hungarian People’s Republic
guarantees to every nationality living on its territory the possibility of educa-
tion in its mother-tongue and the fostering of its national culture.”

However, these principles remained on paper in relation to the South
Slavs. Following the outbreak of the Soviet-Yugoslav conflict, Hungarian-
Yugoslav party and state relations became frosty, and as a result, the South
Slavs became suspicious and unreliable in the eyes of the authorities, and col-
lective stigmatization awaited them. The consequences of the international
conflict and the Rékosi regime’s minority policy measures, which covertly
promoted assimilation, had a combined effect in their case. Rakosi and his
followers (like other countries in the socialist camp) created a potential enemy
image of Tito and Titoist Yugoslavia, and the South Slavic minority was put
under direct pressure.

Although after 1945 it became possible in principle for South Slavs to
be educated entirely in their native language, the vast majority of the South
Slavic population did not request the introduction of this, partly because of
the significant differences between the literary language and the local dialects,
partly because there was a lack of trained teachers with a good knowledge of
the language, but also because parents wanted to avoid their children being
stigmatized for embracing their South Slavic national identity. The fact that
ethnic teachers were arrested one after another, except for those who mana-
ged to flee to Yugoslavia in time, had a negative impact, as did the fact that
the authorities equated South Slavs and the so-called “Titoists”.” The mistrust
was mutual, and the party leadership did not push for improvements in the
educational situation of the South Slavs. At a meeting held on March 2, 1949,
at the Ministry of Religion and Public Education, it was decided that “special
attention must be paid to Titoism and chauvinism in South Slavic education.

»A Magyar Dolgozok Partjanak programnyilatkozata”, Szabad Nép, 9 May 1948, 13.
Magyar Torténeti Szoveggyiijtemény 1914-1999, vol. 2, szerk. Romsics Ignac (Budapest:
Osiris, 2000), 20.

The local functionaries of the MDP in the Baja Triangle were also aware of this problem;
Magyar Nemzeti Levéltar Bacs-Kiskun Varmegyei Levéltara (MNL BKML) XXIII. 212. 1.
d. 106-18-1/1951. sz. Kecskemét, 1951. dprilis 21.
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We must be careful not to support our political enemies through the imple-
mentation of nationality policies.”® On August 3, 1950, the Agitation and Pro-
paganda Department of the Central Committee of the MDP proposed that
nationalities should be given the opportunity to learn more about the culture
of their mother country through education in their literary language.
However, as they emphasized, these do not apply to the South Slavs.’

Since the associations of the ethnic minorities — including the Demo-
cratic Alliance of South Slavs in Hungary (Magyarorszagi Délszlavok Demo-
kratikus Szovetsége, MDDSZ) — were organized on an ethnic basis, they cle-
arly contradicted class-based ideology. When the party-state was established,
many in the MDP questioned whether ethnic associations were necessary at
all.'"” The Mass Organizations Department of the Central Committee of MDP
also addressed the issue and stated at its meeting on June 25, 1949, that there
was no need for associations representing the interests of ethnic minorities,
their work should be limited entirely to the cultural sphere, their grassroots
organizations should not be further developed, and their central functions
should be gradually transferred to the Ministry of Public Education and the
Ministry of Culture." Almost a year later, on April 12, 1950, the MDP decided
that the local organizations of the MDDSZ in the counties bordering Yugo-
slavia should be dissolved without a separate resolution."

The daily life of the South Slavs living in the Baja Triangle became
particularly difficult from the late spring of 1950. Using the assassination of
Imre Kiss, the MDP secretary in Lengyelkapolna in Csongrad County, as a
pretext, the Secretariat of the MDP decided to create a border zone at the
Hungarian-Yugoslav border at its meeting on 18 January 1950. The 15-kilo-
metre border zone included the Baja Triangle almost entirely, so that from 1

Magyar Nemzeti Levéltar Orszagos Levéltara (MNL OL) XIX-I-1-r, Jegyz6konyv a kul-

tuszminisztérium vezetd kollégiumdanak 1949. marcius 2-i tilésérdl. 1949. marcius 2.

o MNL OL M-KS 276. f. 86. cs. 53. 6. e. 1. Az Agitacios és Propaganda Partkollégium iilése.

Budapest, 1950. augusztus 3.

Istvan Fehér, Az utolsé percben. Magyarorszig nemzetiségei 1945-1990 (Budapest: Kos-

suth, 1993), 148; Lorant Tilkovszky, Nemzetiségi politika Magyarorszdgon a 20. szdzad-

ban (Debrecen: Csokonai Kiadd, 1998), 144.

" MNL OL M-KS 276. f. 67. cs. Javaslat. Nemzetiségi munkank néhany hianyossaganak
megjavitasara. Budapest, 1949. junius 25.

2. MNL OL M-KS 276. f. 54. cs. 94. 6. e. Jegyz6konyv, 1950. aprilis 12.
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July it was only possible to enter with a special pass. Residents were issued
permanent residence cards, and those local residents who were branded as
“class enemies” or “belonging to hostile social groups” had to be expelled, inc-
luding Hungarian citizens with land possession in Yugoslavia, those who had
resettled from Yugoslavia after 1945, those of South Slavic origin, especially
South Slavic teachers, Greek Orthodox priests and those with family or fri-
ends in Yugoslavia.

The expulsion of the 2446 people considered most dangerous to “na-
tional security” from the Hungarian-Yugoslav border was already ordered on
22 June. The deportations started in the Baja Triangle, in Hercegszantd. This
was followed by a further wave of expulsion on the night of 21 to 22 Novem-
ber 1951 and 19 December 1951." Although the deportations did not ultima-
tely affect large numbers of South Slavs, it was an excellent way of reinforcing
their fears. Unfortunately, we have no data on the exact number of South
Slavs displaced. According to a Yugoslav estimate from 1958, about 5,000 So-
uth Slavs living in Hungary were arrested, 60 of whom were convicted and a
further 2,200 deported."

From 1950 onwards, the county reports received by the Agitation and
Propaganda Department of the MDP regularly reported an improvement in
relations between the party, the police and state security forces and the South
Slav minority. However, sometimes even the authors of the reports were for-
ced to admit that the South Slavs remained fearful, passive, reluctant to talk
about Yugoslavia and did not want to take a clear stand or voice their thoughts
on Hungarian-Yugoslav relations. Suffice it to quote the words of the peasant
woman from Katymar who, almost desperately, expressed her problem to a
member of the MDP who was investigating the situation on the spot: “What
else do they want from us, we are getting ahead in production, peace loans
[békekdlcson], council elections, the [forced] deliveries [beszolgaltatas] and
we are joining the téesz [cooperatives], and what else are we to do? We have
agreed to go up to comrade Rékosi and ask him that if we are not reliable, they

should put us over the border or create peace for us.”"

Orgovanyi Istvan, ,A déli hatarsav 1948 és 1956 kozott”, Bdcs-Kiskun megye multjdbol 17
(2001): 256-264.

Arhiv Jugoslavije (AJ]), Centralni komitet Saveza komunista Jugoslavije (507), XVIII-
K.13/18, Jugoslovenska nacionalna manjina u Madarskoj, 1958, 60.

' MNL OL M-KS 276. f. 89. cs. 186. 6. e. 4. Feljegyzés, 1950. jilius 29.
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Criteria and difficulties in recruiting agents
among South Slavs in the Baja Triangle

The AVH began closely monitoring the villages of the Baja Triangle
and the South Slavs living there immediately after the Soviet-Yugoslav con-
flict escalated. Mood reports and background studies were prepared on indi-

» <« » «

viduals considered “nationalist,” “chauvinist,” “Yugoslavophile,” and, of co-
urse, “Titoist.” Of course, these labels were not exclusively applied to local
South Slavs; any criticism of Rakosi or the system, or any comment on eco-
nomic difficulties (increased tax burdens, compulsory deliveries, collectiviza-
tion) was sufficient for stigmatization. Like the South Slavs, Hungarians living
here who had fled Yugoslavia at the end of World War I and in the years that
followed, became unreliable due to their Yugoslavian citizenship. Both gro-
ups were regarded as “Tito’s fifth column” and were suspected of acting as
potential intelligence agents, undercover agents, and spies for the Yugoslav
state security services in the region. To monitor them and dismantle their
(presumed) network, the AVH itself employed informants and recruited
agents to infiltrate their circles or entrusted them with tasks to be carried out
on Yugoslav territory.

Based on the surviving state security files, it is not possible to form a
comprehensive picture of how many people were employed as intelligence
agents, informants, or agents, nor of how effectively they carried out their
work. In some cases, documents covering only a short period of time, a few
months at most, have survived, indicating the specific tasks assigned to those
currently employed and the number of meetings between the informants, the
agents and the AVH officers. These documents also seem to indicate that the
establishment of the agent network was not always successful. Based on spe-
cific recruitment proposals, we can form a picture of the criteria used for re-
cruitment, the qualities that made a person suitable for agent work, and the
specific tasks they were assigned in each case. In general, recruitment was of-
ten based on pressure while in other cases ideological identification with the
Rakosi system was the basis for recruitment It was an advantage if someone
was of South Slavic nationality or originated from Vojvodina, knew Serbo-
Croatian, and had connections among the South Slavic minorities or among
immigrants from Yugoslavia. It was not a disadvantage if someone owned
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land near the border, as this allowed them to observe what was happening
near the border and the movements of the Yugoslav border guards, nor was
it a disadvantage if someone was well known in the community, had prestige
among the locals, and was trusted by the population. It was particularly
advantageous if someone met many people through their occupation, for
example, if they were a pub owner, as after a few glasses of wine or a couple
of shots of brandy, anyone could easily become talkative. I will illustrate this
with a few typical examples.

Istvan Barbalics, a 36-year-old resident of Vaskut, was recruited as
an informant in October 1949 based on pressure. In his case, it was a parti-
cular advantage that many people frequented his bakery and, as a person of
Slavic origin, he was presumably able to easily establish contacts among the
South Slavs, from whom he could obtain information about their outlooks,
their connections in Yugoslavia, and illegal border crossings. Reports on his
recruitment also provide some insight into the national identity and assimi-
lation of the informants. Although Barbalics was of South Slavic origin, he
no longer spoke the language and did not express any pro-Tito sentiments.
As he himself put it, he had been raised as a Hungarian and wanted to live
as one.'®

The AVH also wanted to recruit Gdbor Vermes, the municipal clerk
of Bacsszentgyorgy, as he lived only 400 meters from the border line, was in
constant contact with the local South Slavs, and was popular among them be-
cause of his political views. His task was therefore to monitor their mood and
their statements about Yugoslavia and the Hungarian leadership, but his esta-
te so close to the actual border line also gave him insight into who was invol-
ved in smuggling."”

On principle, it was recommended that Istvan Gorjanac, a small lan-
downer from Hercegszantd, be recruited in August 1950. He was to provide
information on the mood of the local small and medium-sized farmers and
their views on the Korean War that broke out recently.'® Although it would
have been “expedient and necessary” to recruit Istvan Gality, also from Her-
cegszanto, as he was a tavern keeper and knew many people and could have

16 Allambiztonsagi Szolgalatok Torténeti Levéltdra (ABTL) 3.1.5. 0-9555. 149, 150.
7 ABTL 3.1.5. 0-9557. 39.
' ABTL 3.1.5. 0-9553.141.
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provided regular information about the mood in the village, this was not per-
mitted in the end. His brother had been convicted of espionage for Yugosla-
via, making him a problematic figure." (In other cases, it was precisely such
family ties that were used to exert pressure during recruitment.) In the spring
of 1951, Istvan Dujmov, a 21-year-old native speaker of Bunjevac dialect li-
ving in Gara, was recruited as an informant on ideological principle. Because
the AVH still did not have an adequate network of informants in the village,
Dujmov was considered particularly suitable for recruitment among the So-
uth Slavic youth. He accepted the task, but his written reports were comple-
tely useless, and as it turned out, his job (he spent three days a week as an
accountant in the surrounding villages) was not ideal, so in mid-September,
they broke off contact with him.*

On occasion, the AVH used their language skills and connections
with relatives and friends in Yugoslavia to find suitable candidates among the
South Slavs for intelligence work in Yugoslavia for the AVH. In February
1953, they began to take a serious interest in Istvan Csizmity, who was born
in Hercegszanté in 1922 and came from a family of smallholders. Csizmity’s
parents opted for the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes in 1926, and
their son followed them to Backi Breg in 1930. He stayed in the village for a
few years only, moving back to Hercegszanté with his mother and sister in
1941. Like many other South Slavs, Csizmity joined the Hungarian Commu-
nist Party in 1945 and became actively involved in party work, eventually be-
ing elected organizational secretary. Following the 1948 decision of the Infor-
mation Bureau, he gave several speeches at public meetings condemning Tito
and the Yugoslav leadership in accordance with the expectations of the aut-
horities. He was popular among both ethnic Hungarians and South Slavs in
the village. Other members of his family had returned in the meantime to
Yugoslavia. As a dual landowner, he himself owned land in Backi Breg. Based
on his background, personal characteristics, family circle, and language skills,
Csizmity seemed suitable to the AVH for employment as an intelligence
agent. His first assignment was to recruit someone living in the village of Dar-
da (now in Croatia, north of Osijek). The recruitment was approved in early

19 Ibid, 137.
20 ABTL 3.1.5. 0-9556. 430, 442; Based on the context, the second document was probably
created in October 1951.
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September 1953. However, the usual conversation did not go as expected. Csi-
zmity stated that he did not know anyone in Hercegszanté with hostile lea-
nings and that he himself wished no harm to anyone. He also said that he
would not know what to do if a Yugoslav spy showed up at his home at night.
Based on all this, the officer was convinced that recruiting him would not be
practical, since, as he explained, Csizmity “lives in an environment where pe-
ople consciously strive to undermine our people’s democratic system [...] the
reality is that he is a strong South Slavic nationalist and only pretends to be
active in the party.”'

The above recruitments also suggest that caution was warranted and
that care had to be taken about who said what to whom and when. In the tense
political climate, everyone became suspicious: it was enough to meet or
exchange letters with relatives living across the border to easily be considered
an UDB spy. The atmosphere of intimidation was further reinforced by the
arrest of local leaders of the South Slavic community and ethnic teachers who
played an important role in community life and the preservation of national
identity. Many fled to Yugoslavia to escape arrest, internment, and imprison-
ment, which of course put their immediate family members, relatives, and
friends who remained in Hungary in a difficult position and exposed them to
harassment by the authorities.

Arrests and show trials among the South Slavs in the Baja Triangle

Following the discussion of a report on political work among South
Slavs, the Secretariat of MDP decided on February 14, 1951, that, in coope-
ration with the AVH, a number of show trials should be staged, either on
site or in Budapest, in public.”> However, even before this, the South Slavs
living in the Baja triangle had already been convicted on trumped-up char-
ges, particularly those who had served as partisans in the Yugoslav army at
the end of World War I, local functionaries of the MDDSZ, and South Slav
teachers. The biographies of the South Slavs I reviewed who were detained
on charges of espionage for Yugoslavia have many similar features. Almost
all of them were farmers, of peasant origin or had a background in small-

2 ABTL 3.2.4. K-687. 51-56; ABTL 3.2.4. K-687. 86-89.
2 MNL OL M-KS 276. f. 54. cs. 131. 6. e. Jegyz6konyv, 14 February 1951.
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scale crafts. Due to their family background and South Slavic ethnicity, they
benefited from the new social order that emerged after World War II. They
benefited from land distribution, were able to pursue careers as nursery and
elementary school teachers, which were still held in high esteem in the rural
society of the time, and became involved in shaping local politics and public
life. After 1948, all this became a disadvantage for them. They were placed
under surveillance and incriminating information was gathered on them.
As in many other trials of the time, the concept behind their cases was de-
veloped, although due to a lack of sources, it cannot be reconstructed in full
detail. It can be stated with certainty, however, that the AVH attempted to
create links between the individual cases and connect them to well-known
Yugoslav diplomats or minority politicians who played a decisive role in the
development of Hungarian-Yugoslav relations between 1945 and 1948. In
the end, these trials were not used for propaganda purposes, but they proved
to be an excellent means of intimidating and cautioning members of the
local South Slavic communities.

A good example of this is the case of minority leader Pavle Vujity.
Vujity was born in Gara in 1912 into a poor peasant family of Bunjevci origin.
After completing six years of elementary school, he worked as a cowherd and
swineherd. At the turn of 1944 and 1945, when the villages around Baja were
under Yugoslav partisan occupation, Vujity also joined the partisans.” After
his demobilization, he returned to Garan. He received his share of the land
distribution and quickly became involved in politics, joining the Hungarian
Communist Party (Magyar Kommunista Part, MKP) in 1945. The MKP had
particularly close ties with the South Slavs living in the Baja Triangle. While
the local Hungarian population generally voted for the Smallholders' Party in
parliamentary elections, the South Slavs voted for Communist Party candida-

»  His actions were by no means unique. After the liberation of the Baja triangle, many pe-

ople joined the Yugoslav partisans. A 1958 Yugoslav report mentions 18 young people
from Katymaér and 39 from Gara who fought in the Yugoslav troops; AJ, 507, XVIII K.
13/18, Jugoslovenska nacionalna manjina u Madarskoj, 86-88; Based on his own rese-
arch, Stjepan Velin identified 98 partisans by name, most of whom came from Gara (43)
and Hercegszanté (30). Eighteen from Katymar, three from Bacsalmas, and four from
Csavoly joined the partisans; Stjepan Velin, ,,I oni su dali svoj udio... Ba¢ki Bunjevci,
Sokci i Srbi u NOV Jugoslavije”, w: Iz nase proslosti (Studije), ur. Mi$o Mandi¢, Marin
Mandi¢ (Budimpesta: Poduzece za izdavanje udzbenika, 1979), 60-63.
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tes as early as 1945.* In several settlements, South Slavs made up the majority
of MKP members.” In the parliamentary elections of August 31, 1947, Vu-
jity’s name appeared on the MKP’s list for the Pest-Pilis-Solt-Kiskun and
Bécs-Bodrog counties, but he did not win a seat in parliament.”® At the same
time, Vujity became active in minority politics. From 1946, he was a member
of the Anti-Fascist Front of Slavs in Hungary (Magyarorszagi Szlavok Antifa-
siszta Frontja, MSZAF, a forrunner of MDDSZ) and later the MDDSZ where
he held leading positions until June 1948 (president of the Executive Com-
mittee and member of the local organization's leadership).”

Vujity repeatedly expressed his pro-Yugoslav views even after June
1948. His surveillance began in September 1948 at the latest, but the docu-
ments do not reveal when exactly he was arrested or on what charges. The
AVH did not begin to deal with his case in earnest until the spring of 1950.
At first, Vujity denied that he had any agent connections with the former na-
tional secretary of the MDDSZ, Milan Ognyenovics, who had been convicted
in the Rajk trial in September 1949, or with the Sombor headquarters of the
UDB.” However, the AVH had the appropriate methods at its disposal to un-
cover the “truth.” On April 12, 1950, Vujity confessed that between January
and May 1949, he had regularly passed information to the Yugoslavs monthly.
His reports concerned the number of soldiers stationed in Gara and the local
police forces, their armament and activities, the measures taken by the autho-
rities, and the abuse and grievances suffered by the local South Slavs.”” The
concept started to take shape and grew in significance: five days later, he also
testified about his connection to Lazar Brankov:” starting in 1946, they met

2 MNL OL XIX-J-1-k-(1945-1964)-Jugoszldvia-16/c sz.n./1956 (22. d). Feljegyzés. A
magyarorszagi délszlav nemzeti kisebbség helyzete, undated.

25 MNL OL M-KS 274. f. 16. cs. 118. 6. e. 176-178. Jelentés. Budapest, November 1945;
Ibid, 25. cs. 55. 6. e. 35. Kimutatds, h. n, September 1946. szeptember; Ibid, 21. cs. 107. &.
e. 39-41. Hrinydak Janos népnevel$ kozségeirdl szold jelentések, undated; Ibid, 67. Je-
lentés, h. n, 28 November 1947.

% A Magyar Kommunista Part képvisel6jel6ltjeinek névsora”, Szabad Nép, 1 August 1947, 5.

¥ ABTL3.1.9.V-747. 3, 33.

2 Ibid, 75.

»  Ibid, 3.

% Lazar Brankov served as a diplomat assigned to the Yugoslav mission attached to the Al-
lied Control Commission. He emigrated in the autumn of 1948 and became the leader of
the Cominformist émigré community in Hungary. In September 1949, he was sentenced
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several times in the Yugoslav mission’s building in Budapest, where Vujity
reported on the events in Gara and the mood of the South Slavs.” Brankov’s
testimony was also used to uncover their relationship. (It is not entirely clear
whether Brankov, who was serving a life sentence in the Rajk trial, was inter-
rogated again at that time or whether the relevant incriminating passages
were taken from an earlier interrogation transcript. In a note dated April 2,
1950, Brankov stated that he personally knew Vujity, who was considered po-
pular and influential enough at the Yugoslav mission to maintain contact with
the South Slavs living in the Bajai Triangle through him. However, given his
high position in the South Slavic minority organizations, they did not want to
use Vujity as an agent.”> A day later, this had already been summarized as
follows: “Due to the line he pursued in the MDDSZ, [Vujity] was a de facto
political agent of Tito’s Yugoslavia.””

At the trial held in May 1950, the Szeged County Court sentenced
Vujity Pavle and his chief accomplice, Ljubinké Gality, a Greek Orthodox pa-
rish priest from Hercegszantd, and Milorad Dikiczki to several years in pri-
son, Istvan Mandity, Raduljob Zsizskovics, and Istvan Simics to three years of
forced labour. Their case was certainly appealed, and a second trial was held,
where the court increased the sentences: Vujity was sentenced to nine years
in prison for spying for Yugoslavia.* Yugoslav sources also reveal that Gality
was ultimately sentenced to six years in prison, Zsizskovics to four years, and
Mandity to three years.”

to life imprisonment in the Rajk trial. For more information on Lazar Brankov’s activities
in Hungary: Péter Vukman, ,,Egy jugoszlav diplomata Magyarorszagon (1945-1949): La-
zar Brankov”, Szdzadok, no. 4 (2014): 959-981; Péter Vukman, ,,Lazar Brankov: the First
Leader of the Cominformist Emigrés in Hungary and "Tito's most determined agent.” A
Life Between Two Emigrations (1949-1956)”, Securitas imperii, no. 1 (2023): 98-122; For
the history of Cominformist emigrants in Hungary: Péter Vukman, ,,Harcban Tito és
Rankovics klikkje ellen”. Jugoszldv politikai emigrdnsok Magyarorszdgon (1948-1980)
(Budapest, Pécs: ABTL, Kronosz, 2017); Péter Vukman, ,Social Composition and
Everyday Life of Cominform Emigrants in Hungary (1948-1980)”, Istorija 20. veka, br. 1
(2018): 133-146; Péter Vukman, ,,Political Activities of Ibeovci Emigrants in Hungary
(1948-1953)”, Tokovi istorije, no. 3 (2017): 35-58.
3 ABTL3.1.9.V-747, 11.

32 Ibid, 72.
3 Ibid, 74.
3 Ibid, 43.

3 AJ, 507, XVIII-K.13/18, Jugoslovenska nacionalna manjina u Madarskoj, 115.
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In addition to the trials against minority leaders, there were also trials
against South Slavic teachers. After 1945, Yugoslavia repeatedly demanded that
the Hungarian government ensure the widest possible provision of mother-
tongue education for the South Slavic population in Hungary as one of the con-
ditions for the normalization of bilateral Hungarian-Yugoslav relations. State-
run South Slavic schools were opened one after another, and in 1946 and 1947,
teacher training courses were launched in Pécs to alleviate the shortage of teac-
hers. After the outbreak of the Soviet-Yugoslav conflict, the teachers who gra-
duated from these courses became enemies, “Titoist propagandists.”

Of the approximately 50 South Slavic teachers employed in 1948, mo-
re than 20 were interned or sentenced to prison. In October 1949, Matyas
Kovacsics, a teacher from Bajaszentistvan (and member of the MKP and local
secretary of the MDDSZ), was sentenced to eight years in prison on charges
of espionage. Three other people were sentenced to between four and ten
years in prison in his trial: Istvan Kovacsics, Jozsef Termdk, and Ferenc Kir-
sner.” The case of Mdatyas Kovacsics is also interesting because his arrest may
have been a part of the preparations for the Rajk trial. As part of the emerging
concept, Kovacsics made incriminating statements against Milan Ognyeno-
vics in July 1949, who would later become the sixth defendant in the Rajk trial.
The possible connection between the two cases is also indicated by the fact
that his name appears in the indictment of the Rajk trial as Matije Kovacso-
vics, in support of Ognyenovics’ alleged espionage activities.”’

Moreover, Istvan Majsztrovics, a teacher in Gara, Katymar, and then
Szemely (Baranya County), was sentenced to four years in prison in 1950 on
charges of espionage, distributing pamphlets, and illegal possession of wea-
pons,* Alajos (Lazd) Babics from Gara was sentenced to ten years, and Méark
Filakovics from Hercegszantd was interned. Before his internment, Mark
Fildkovics lived in constant fear and suffered from nervous breakdowns.” In
the case of Dacsin Danica, a teacher in Csavoly, the Special Council of the
People’s Court in Budapest, on October 31, 1949, found her guilty of active
participation in a conspiracy to overthrow the people's democratic state order

3 ABTL 3.1.9. V-77951, 118-119.
37 Rajk LdszI6 és tdrsai a népbirdsdg elétt. 40 év tdavlatdbdl (...), kozread. Tibor Zinner (Bu-
dapest: Magyar Eszperant6 Szovetség, 1989), 20.

38 ABTL 3.1.9. V-55356, 53, 56.

% ABTL 3.1.5. 0-9553/3, 89.
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and sentenced her to one year in prison. and as an additional punishment,
she was banned from exercising her political rights for 10 years and had all
her property confiscated. Both the defence and the people's prosecutor appe-
aled the verdict. On February 13, 1950, the National Council of People’s Co-
urts of Second Instance increased Dacsin’s main sentence to one year and
eight months.*

Due to intimidation, more South Slavic teachers left their jobs or fled
to Yugoslavia, and parents, fearing that their children would be labelled “Ti-
toists,” did not dare to send them to schools where they could be taught in
their native language. As a result, the number of students attending South
Slavic schools in Bacsalmas, Felsészentivan, Csavoly, and Katymar declined
to zero or a handful.*!

At its hearing on August 21, 1950, the Szeged County Court of First
Instance sentenced nine residents of Katymar of South Slavic ethnicity, aged
between 25 and 50, to long prison terms for crimes of espionage, distributi-
on of foreign propaganda material, and concealment of weapons. Szaniszlo
Kubatov, Jozsef Vujevics, Istvan Majsztrovic, Janos Ispanovity, Janos
Milankov, Janos Matos, Istvan Csupity, Péter Gunity, and Bertalan Matos
received between two years and six months and six years of forced labour
or imprisonment.* A recurring element in their biographies is that in the
final years of World War II they fought as partisans in the Yugoslav army.
In October 1944, Vujevics organized his own partisan detachment of ap-
proximately 30 people and served as the personal bodyguard of the Hunga-
rian-born partisan general Kosta Nad.* Almost all of them were members
of the MKP. According to the charges, they helped spies cross the border.
Farmers living near the border, with good local knowledge and often

“© ABTL 3.1.5. 0-9697/1, 44-45.

4 AJ, 507, XVIII-K.13/13, 17, Izvestaj, 11. decembar 1957; There were other reasons why
parents enrolled their children in Hungarian schools. Their decision was influenced by
the fact that Hungarian schools were generally better equipped and many did not have a
sufficient knowledge of the literary language.

4 Péter Vukman, ,A magyar-jugoszlav part- és dallamkozi kapcsolatok hatdsa a
magyarorszagi délszlav és a jugoszldviai magyar kisebbség helyzetére (1945-1953)”, in A
jugoszldviai magyarok eszme- és politikatorténete 1945-1989, szerk. Mark Losoncz, Krisz-
tina Racz (Budapest: L’'Harmattan, 2019), 152-153.

¥ ABTL 3.1.9. V-365. 8-9; ABTL 3.1.9. V-366. 6-7.
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owning properties at the other side of the border, may indeed have been well
suited to this task. From 1949 onwards, a regular spy war developed between
the two countries, although there are contradictory data in the sources re-
garding the number of enemy agents caught. According to the AVH, 91
Yugoslav agents were captured in 1950 and 66 a year later. The 1951 report
of the National Border Guard Command mentions a slightly higher num-
ber, 74 UDB agents, 63 of whom were apprehended on the Hungarian-
Yugoslav border. A year later, a total of 83 agents were caught crossing the
border, and in 1953, thanks to the easing of tensions, border guards arrested
43 UDB agents. Today, it is difficult to determine the exact number of spies
and whether every single case involved actual espionage.**

Spying was not limited to the Baja Triangle; similar activities can be
observed in the Slovenian villages along the Rédba River near the present-day
Hungarian-Austrian-Slovenian border. One of the best-known cases is that
of Krisztina Bedics from Rabatotfalu. In ten days, 22 people were arrested
in connection with her case. In March 1950, ten people were released, but
another eleven were interned. On October 26, 1950, the Budapest Military
Court sentenced Krisztina Bedics to 15 years in prison.* The sentence was
upheld by the Military High Court on February 26, 1951. Citing changed
international circumstances, the authorities recommended in August 1956
that her sentence be suspended.* Two further spy trials were staged in the
Raba region in the first half of the 1950s. Istvan Talabér was arrested on May
16, 1951. He was charged with treason and a year he was sentenced to death.
In the trial of Maria Lazar, a seamstress from Fels6sz6lnok, held in 1953, she
was convicted of disloyalty, illegal border crossing and abetting illegal bor-
der crossing, and 15 other people were sentenced to prison terms ranging
from 1 to 12 years.”

“  ABTL 3.2.5. 0-8-014/4. 226, MNL OL XIX-B-10. 1951. 18. d. 349. 8. e, 1952. 17. d. 314.
6. e.and 1953. 15. d. 190. é. e.

4 ABTL 3.1.9. V-10043, 251-253.

4 Ibid, 266-267.

47 Agnes Nagyné Sziklai, , Vendvidék a Rakosi-korszakban”, in Trezor 2. A Térténeti Hiva-
tal évkonyve 2000-2001, szerk. Gyarmati Gyorgy (Budapest: Torténeti Hivatal, 2002),
188; Attila Kovics, ,A magyarorszagi szlovének a magyar—jugoszlav kapcsolatok
tilkrében, 1945-1956” in Magyarorszdg és a Balkin a XX. szdzadban. Tanulmdnyok,
szerk. A. Sajti Enikd (Szeged: JATEPress, 2011), 76.

273



CURRENTS OF HISTORY 3/2025 257-284

Hungarians from Vojvodina targeted by the State Protection Authority

According to a statistical survey conducted at the end of 1946, of the
267,340 people who fled or were expelled to Hungary from neighbouring co-
untries during the last months or shortly after World War II, 84,800 came
from Yugoslavia.*® Some of them settled in the villages of the Baja Triangle,
although their exact number is unknown. The AVH viewed people from
Yugoslavia and those with connections there with suspicion (whether they
were ethnic Hungarians or not) after 1948. Just like the South Slavic minority,
they became “Tito’s fifth column”. Those who left Vojvodina could also come
to the attention of the state security services as sources of information and
through their perceived or actual espionage activities.

Miklds Keller, born in Subotica in 1922, trained as a tailor between
1936 and 1939. He worked in Belgrade until the summer of 1940, then re-
turned to Subotica. In 1942, he was taken into forced labour and was captu-
red by the British in Germany in April 1945. He arrived in Hungary from
captivity in May 1947 and wanted to return to his parents in Subotica. Since
the Yugoslav authorities did not allow him to enter the country, he settled
in Csikéria. The increasingly tense relations between the two countries from
the summer of 1948 made it difficult to maintain contact with his relatives
in Yugoslavia, therefore, he decided to return to Yugoslavia. However, his
attempt to cross the border (in December 1948) failed. The Yugoslavs cap-
tured him and immediately interrogated him at the UDB office in Subotica,
then recruited him under pressure. His specific task was to gather informa-
tion about the local mood in Csikéria, on the border guards, and the number
of soldiers stationed nearby. According to the charges, his father was also
recruited by the Yugoslavs and was even designated as his son’s contact per-
son.* Miklds Keller was soon captured by the police on Hungarian territory.
In January 1951, he was still under arrest.” The archival sources provide no
further information about his fate. Thus, we do not know whether the alle-
gations against him regarding espionage for Yugoslavia were proven, whet-

4 A. Sajti Enik8, Impériumvdltdsok, revizid, kisebbség. Magyarok a Délvidéken 1918-1947
(Budapest: Napvilag, 2004), 347-348.

®  ABTL 3.1.5. 0-9528, 585/2-585/8.

% Ibid, 585/1.
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her he was convicted, and if so, what sentence was imposed on the young
man in his early thirties.

The alleged espionage activities of Sandor Gyorfi, born in Bezdan in
1907, also take us back to 1949. His family’s paprika mill was nationalized after
World War II. In early 1947, he fled Hungary, leaving his family behind, and
settled in Csatalja. As the Soviet-Yugoslav conflict escalated, he attracted the
attention of the AVH, which may have been influenced by the fact that his da-
ughter was known to be working at the Ministry of Industry in Belgrade. Gyorfi
had already visited Yugoslavia illegally on one or two occasions, and in Febru-
ary 1949 he crossed the border on a mission. However, he did not return to
Hungary until the end of June; according to his own account, he did not dare
to cross the reinforced border, and during his attempt on June 4, he was captu-
red by Yugoslav border guards. In the prison in Sombor, he met several people
who had escaped from Hungary and were on their way to Western Europe, and
he provided information about this and the reinforcement of the border on the
Yugoslav side to the Hungarian authorities. His story was met with disbelief by
the state security services, but it was suggested that instead of arresting him, he
should be employed as a double agent.”’ However, no further information is
known on this case; the background report on him compiled in May 1951 ma-
kes no mention of his conviction or further employment. >

Regardless of whether they were recruited, ethnic Hungarians from
Vojvodina could serve as sources of information both for Hungarian state
security and the local population. For example, Imre Petike, a 47-year-old
resident of Ridica, visited Hungary several times in the second half of 1948
(primarily in Gara and Béacsszentgyo6rgy) as a dual landowner. In June 1948,
he reported to the AVH about, among other things, the economic difficul-
ties in Yugoslavia (“you can’t buy anything for money”) and anti-Hungarian
actions (the Serbs and the resettled dobrovoljci® constantly forced members
of the Hungarian minority to do forced labour).>* Six months later, he men-
tioned further reprisals against ethnic Hungarians: the people of Ridica were

31 Ibid, 174, 176, 317, 320-324.

?  ABTL3.1.5. 0-9558, 141-142.
3 Dobrovoljci were volunteers for the Serbian army during World War I who were settled
in Ba¢ka and Banat in interwar period. After the Hungarian occupation of Backa in 1941,
they were exiled from there and resettled again by Yugoslav authorities in 1945.

5 ABTL 3.1.5. 0-9557, 315.
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being forced to harvest potatoes 30 km away, and Hungarian double lan-
downers had to report to the partisan command. Rumours spread among
the local people that the Yugoslavs would order the closure of the border in
December 1948.7

The years of normalization (1953-1956)

Following Stalin's death (March 5, 1953), the slow normalization
of Hungarian-Yugoslav relations® brought hope to the South Slavs that the
grip of the AVH would ease and that prisoners and internees would be re-
leased. However, the resolution of the ordeal of the persecuted South Slavs
proceeded rather slowly. In many cases, they were not even allowed to re-
turn to their original homes. Both those affected and the Yugoslavs repea-
tedly raised the issue of rehabilitation of those sentenced to prison and in-
terned in show trials. On June 23, 1956, the Yugoslav embassy drew atten-
tion to the problem in a memorandum, listing in detail that, according to
their information, seven members of the South Slavic minority were still
being held in prisons, including Gabor Pijukovics from Bacsalmads, who
had been sentenced to eight years in prison on September 18, 1950, for anti-
democratic activities, and Jozsef Benda, who had been sentenced to ten
years on July 25, 1950, for anti-democratic activities. They also protested
because Alajos Babity, a teacher from Garai who had spent six years in pri-
son, of being forced to sell milk at the local agricultural cooperative after
his release.”

> Ibid, 320.

% Some useful summaries on the Soviet-Yugoslav normalization: Vladimir Lj. Cvetkovi¢,
Pogled iza gvozdene zavese. Jugoslovenska politika prema zemljama narodne demokratije
u susedstvu 1953-1958 (Beograd: INIS, 2013); Svetozar Rajak, Yugoslavia and the Soviet
Union in the Early Cold War. Reconciliation, Comradeship, Confrontation, 1953-1957
(London, New York: Routledge, 2011); On Hungarian-Yugoslav normalization: Marelyin
Kiss Jozsef, Ripp Zoltan, Vida Istvan, ,A szovjet—jugoszlav és a magyar—-jugoszlav kapc-
solatok a diplomdciai levelezés tiikkrében”, Multunk, no.1 (2001): 233-284; A. Sz. Sztika-
lin, ,,A szovjet-jugoszlav kozeledés és a magyar belpolitikai helyzet (1954-1956 nyara)”,
Muiltunk, no. 1 (2003): 208-234; Katarina M. Kovacevi¢, ,,Jugoslovensko-madarski od-
nosi 1953-1956” (Doktorska disertacija, Univerzitet u Beogradu, Filozofski fakultet, Ode-
ljenje za istoriju, 2018).

7 MNL OL M-KS 276. f. 65. cs. 207. 6. e. 359-362. Emlékeztetd. Budapest, 23 June 1956.
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The “main characters” of my study were also released during this pe-
riod, although little information is known about the circumstances and the
further course of their lives. On April 6, 1957, the Presidential Council par-
doned Matyas Kovacsics for the remainder of his sentence.”® After his release,
he was able to return to Mohdcs. He found work as a delivery man at the local
brickyard store there, and in May 1957, he was employed by the city council
as a folk culture lecturer.” On September 1, 1957, he and his brother submit-
ted a joint request for a retrial, arguing that during their interrogation in 1949,
false documents had been presented to them as genuine, they had been beaten
and tortured by the AVH during the interrogations, and the minutes had been
compiled in a manner that was completely different from reality, distorting
the facts.® The last known information about him is that he was the principal
of a school in Mohdcs in 1966.°" The date when Pavle Vujity was released is
not clear from the documents; all that is known about his fate is that in Octo-
ber 1957, the Presidential Council pardoned him from the adverse legal con-
sequences of his criminal record.®

SUMMARY

As the Soviet-Yugoslav conflict unfolded and the Hungarian-Yugo-
slav relations started to deteriorate, the AVH began closely monitoring the
villages of the Baja Triangle and the South Slavs living there. They were con-
sidered as unreliable elements and it was assumed that because of their ethni-
city, all of them would support Yugoslavia and the Yugoslav leaders in the
conflict. However, their relations to the AVH were rather complex. The AVH
not only keep a close eye on them, but they also recruited informants, spies
and agents among them. Although it is not possible to form a comprehensive
picture of how many people were employed as intelligence agents, infor-
mants, or agents, nor of how effectively they carried out their work, but as the
different examples in this article shows, they had different characteristics that
made them suitable to spy on their local environments or carry out tasks in

5 ABTL 3.1.9. V-107981, 16.
% ABTL 3.1.9. V-77951, 108.
0 Tbid, 109.

6. ABTL 3.1.9. V-107981, 18/8.
62 ABTL 3.1.9. V-747, 43.
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Yugoslav territory. It was certainly an advantage if someone was of South Sla-
vic nationality or originated from Vojvodina, knew Serbo-Croatian, and had
connections among the South Slavic minorities or among immigrants from
Yugoslavia, owned land near the border, if someone was well known in the
community, had prestige among the locals. To intimidate the local commu-
nities, the AVH arrested, interned and sentenced the South Slavs in long pri-
son terms, especially if they were teachers in the minority elementary schools,
were members and local leaders of the MKP and MDDSZ. The AVH also tried
to relate these trials to the Rajk trial or nationwide known figures. The AVH
were suspicious of those ethnic Hungarians who originated from Vojvodina,
too. It also recruited them as spies and informants, too. Just like the South
Slavs, they were also labelled as “Tito’s fifth column”. Their rehabilitation was
protracted, and in many cases their cases were only dealt with after the sup-
pression of the 1956 revolution, during the Kadar era, although sources are
very sparse regarding the further developments in their lives. Over time, even
the internal security services no longer considered it important to monitor
their daily lives. Their lives returned from the turmoil of history to the privacy
of the private sphere.
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Pesume
ITerep Bykman

HA METU MA'BAPCKE JJPKABHE BE3GEJHOCTI.
JY>KHI CJIOBEHU I MABAPU 13 BOJBOIVIHE
Y BAYKOM TPOVTIIJIY, 1948-1953.

ATICTPAKT: 3aolITpaBarmbe COBjeTCKO-jyTOC/IOBEHCKOT CyKoda ocTa-
BUJIO je yOOK Tpar 1 Ha jy>KHOC/IOBEHCKe MamuHe y Mabapckoj.
JpxaBHU OopraHyu 0e3deTHOCTH M OpraHM pefa YOIILITEHO Cy MX
CMaTpa/M HEeNOY3JaHMMa 1 O3HAa4aBa/IM Kao ,, I UTOBY IeTy KOJo-
Hy*“. Ip)xaBHa ynpasa 3a samtuty (Allamvédelmi Hatésag - AVH)
3a1o4esia je IojayaH Hafi30p Haf cenuMa y baukoM Tpoyriy u Hap,
Jyxxuum Cnosenuma Koju cy Tamo >xusenn. OHM Cy TpeTupaHu Kao
HeIOoy3/aHy eJleMeHTH U II0/IasWJI0 ce Of IIpeTIocTaBke fia he, 3dor
CBOje eTHMYKe TPUIA/JHOCTH, CBY TIOAp>KaBaTy JyTOC/IaByjy U jyro-
CTIOBEHCKO PYKOBOJICTBO Y cyK0ody. MehyTuM, muxoBn ogHoCHK ca
ABX-om dunu cy 3HaTHO cnokenuju. OBaj WiaHaK OCBeT/baBa Io-
jemuHe acIeKTe TOT CJIOXKEeHOT OJHOCA Y TAKO3BaHOM IIOTPaHIYHOM
nozipydjy baukor Tpoyrmia, Koje je M3 IepcHeKTVBe Ap>kaBHe de-
30efHOCTM MMasIo IpBopaspenHy 3Hayaj. Ha ocHoBy Mahapcke ap-
XuBcKe rpabe, pag HacToju 1a OTKpHje KpUTepujyMe Ha OCHOBY KO-
jux cy oBpanmy JyxxHy CIOBeHM PerpyTOBaHM, Kao U 3afaTKe 3a
Koje cy dunu anra>xosanu. IToToM ce aHanmaupajy CyscKu mporecu
Bohenu nporus Jyxunx CrnoseHa. [TocedHa naxxmwa nocsehena je u
eTHNYKuM Mabapuma koju cy ce us Jyrocnasuje npecennau y Ma-
bapcky y mocnenmum rogyHama JIpyror cBeTCKOr paTa MM HeIo-
CpelHO HaKOH IeroBor 3aBpuieTka. Kako cy morumanm us Jyrocna-
BUje, ¥ OHU Cy, nonyT Jy>xuux CnoseHa, y ounMa JIpxaBHe yrpase
3a 3aIITUTY CMaTpaHM HenoysjaHuMa. Pajy ce ykpaTko ocBphe u Ha
BUXOBY CyIOMHY HaKoH 1953. ropuHe.

K/bYYHE PEYM: jy>KHOC/IOBEHCKe MamyHe y Mabapckoj, Bauku Tpo-
yrao, MamuHe U JAp>KaBHa e30eHOCT, COBjeTCKO-jyrOCIOBEHCKI

cykod, Mabapcko-jyrocioBeHCKM OHOCK
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Kaxko ce coBjeTcko-jyrocioBeHCKH CyKod pasBujao, a Mahapcko-jyro-
CIIOBEHCKI OTHOCH ITOY€/IN Jla Ce TIOTOpIIaBajy, [lp>kaBHa yIipaBa 3a 3allITUTY
(Allamvédelmi Hatésag - AVH) samouena je mojauan Haj3op Haj cemma y
Baukom tpoyrny u Hap Jy>xuum CrioBeHMMa Koju cy Tamo >xusenu. OHu cy
CMaTpaHy HeNOy3/IaHMM eJIeMEeHTMMa 1 MOIA3IIOo Ce Off IIpeTIocTaBKe fa he,
300T CBOje eTHIYKe MIPUIIAJHOCT, CBY NOAP)KABATU JyrOC/IaBUjy M jyTOCIO-
BEHCKO PYKOBOJICTBO y TOM cyKody. MebyTtum, muxosn ognocu ca ABX-om
dunu cy 3HaTHO cnoxxeHuju. ABX ux HUje caMo MaK/bUBO Hafi3Mpana, seh je
Mmeby mrMa perpyroBana 1 JOYyIIHNUKe, LINNjyHe 1 areHTe. Vako Huje Mmoryhe
CTBOPUTH NOTIYHY C/IMKY O TOMe KOJIMKO je JbY/y OM/IO aHI'a)KOBAHO Y CBOj-
CTBY 0QaBelTajHNX CapajHMKa, TOYUIHMKA VM areHaTa, HUTU KOJIMKO Cy
edukacHO 00aB/baNIM CBOje 3ajlaTKe, IPUMepPY HaBeJIeH! Y OBOM pajly MOKa-
3yjy [ia Cy IOCefOBa/IM pa3IN4NTe KapaKTePUCTHUKeE KOje Cy MX YMHUIE TIOTO-
HIM 3a HINMjYHUPambe Y IOKaTHOM OKPY)Kelby W 3a U3BPIIaBame 3aJjaTaka
Ha jyroc/loBeHCKOj Teputopuju. CBakako je dumia mpegHOCT aKko je HeKo duo
jY>KHOCTIOBEHCKE Hal[MIOHATHOCTY WM je TIOTHIIA0 13 Bojsonune, ako je 3Ha0O
CPIICKOXPBATCKM je3VK U MMao Be3e MeDy jy’KHOCTTOBeHCKMM MamiHaMa Wn
Meby ncepennnmMa 13 Jyrocmasuje, ako je I0Ce0Ba0 3eM/by y ONMM3NHY Tpa-
HuIle, 00 MO3HAT y 3ajeJHNLI WIN Y>KMBAO yryief Mel)y mokamHuM cTaHOB-
HUIITBOM. Pany 3acTpammBama nokanHuX 3ajeqauna, ABX je xarncuna, us-
TepHUpana u ocyhusana Jy>xae CrroBeHe Ha IyrOTOAVIIbE 3aTBOPCKe KasHe,
HApOYMTO y C/Iy4YajeBMMa Kaja Cy OWIN YUUTe/bY Y MABMHCKMM OCHOBHVUM
IIKOJTaMa VIV WIAHOBM ¥ IOKanmHY GyHKIMOHepn Mabapcke KoMyHUCTIIKe
naptuje u JleMokparckor caBe3a jy>kHux CroseHa y Mabhapckoj. ABX je Ta-
Kobe HacTojama ja oBe mpoljece noBexxe ca PajkoBuMm mporecom mmm ca mmd-
HOCTVMa IT03HATMM Ha HallMOHaTHOM HuBoY. ABX je dua cymmuyasa u mpe-
Ma eTHMYkM Mabapuma koju cy notunanu us BojpopuHe. U wux je perpy-
TOBa/Ia Kao InujyHe u goyuHuke. Kao u Jyxun Cnosenu, u oHu cy dmmm
O3HaYaBaHU Kao ,,TuToBa mera konoHa”. Ibuxosa pexadmmuranuja dua je
OYTOTpPajHa X Y MHOTUM C/Iy4yajeBMMa BUXOBU IIpeMeTI Cy pasMaTpaHy TeK
HaKOH Iyuema peBomyuuje 1956. rogune, y Bpeme Kamapose epe, mako cy
U3BOPU O Jla/beM TOKY HbUXOBUX )KMBOTA BeOMa OCKYIHU. BpeMeHOM yak HI
OpTaHu yHyTpallibe de30eHOCTM BMIIe HUCY CMATPAIM BaXHUM Ja IIpaTe
IbYIXOB CBAKOJHEBHM >XMBOT. IbuxoBu >XxMBOTH CYy ce, U3 BpT/IOTa UCTOpHje,
BPATWIN y OKBUpe ITpuBaTHe cdepe.
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